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A Juſt Account of the Horrid Contri- 
vance of fobn Cupper , and Judith 


Brown his Servant, in Poyſoning his 
Wihike, 


OHN CUPPER was born at Snitrtox, in the Pariſh of 
Bitterley, and a ſhort time educated at the School of Birter- 
ley ; not making any proficiency in Learning, his Father 

| 71 homas C upper, removed him from thence to Ludlow, to a 

Writing-School: Where after he had ſpent ſome time,his. 

Father put him out to ſeveral Services z but not behaving himſelf 
well in ſome of them, he returned to his Fathers houſe; and af- 
terwards Marryed Hamab the Daughter of Jobw Wheeler, Reftor 
of Wafers Hopton, abont Three Miles diſtant from Bitrerley,againſt 
the conſent of her Father and all her Relations. Not long after 
they were Married, though her Fartune was beyond his eerie: 
continual Jars and Quarrels happened betwixt them, in ſo much 
that their Neighbours were in daily fear,leſt ſome miſchief ſhould 
attend their ungodly way of Living. LE 
At laſt,he with his Servant Fadicb. Browz,a Notorious Strumper, 
contriv'd the Death of this Miſerable and Unfortunate Woman, 
They both long debated, how they ſhould accompliſh their wicked 
deſign,and after ſeveral Conſulrs, they concluded the ſecureſt way 
to <ffect it, was by Poyſon. 


This they attempted for the ſpace of a Month together : and 
ckedly.d 


what they thos baſely and wi .deſign'd, at laſt they brought 
to pals s | | 


Her Death being ſydden,her Neighbours came and told me that 
they were afraid,that John 7 made away With his w__ 
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- and did not doubt, but at his Tryal he ſhould clear himſelf, and 
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- told them, That if they did fuſpeCt it, (as indeed there was juſt 


cauſe, by the words they had given out). that they ought to go-to- 
the next Juſtice of Peace, for his Warrant to apprehend both 
Cupper and his Servant Brown; and after Apprehenſion, to Tend 
for the gre _ A Jury at Birterley upon Aſcen- 
Þn day , and -caus'd the Body of the. Muxthered' Perſon! tobe 
ers up lat being - buried hetlÞre (Dy befote "Kficr the 
Body was viewed, and Cuppez and -his Servant brought to rouch 


- the Corps, the Corotier cauſeth them to be-ſeparated,and examin- 


ed them a{ynder yery ſtri&ly ;;20d Truſt, needs ſag; . with much 
Prudence and Cantion. EF 

But they had ſo combin'd together, that for ſome honrs they 
ſtifly denied the Guilt charged againſt them,and their Tales were 
but little differing one from the other. g 

At laſt his Servant being removed,” whilſt Cxpper was under a 
ſecond or third Examination; A Farmer of the Pariſh, with the 
Maids Siſter; goes to her,and told her if ſhe'would confels'truly, ſhe 
might be..in ſome: hopes- of being ſav'd'; ifinot, they were borh 
like to ſuffer together ; the Witneſſes that:were examined, having 


Sworn ſo materially againſt them.' . * ' 


Fadith Brown liſtening to this, confeſs'd prefently that her 
Maſter and ſhe by oyſon'd ber Miſtreſs; the Farmer and ſome 
-others acquainted the Coroner. privately with it ; upon © that he 
was removed; and ſhe broughr' under Examination again, and 
.confeſled the-FaCt before the Jury, and ſeveral other By-ſtanders, 
and ſet her hand to the Confeſſion. She being again. removed, 


Capper was called in, and'when he perceived that his Servant had 


declared it, he likewiſe confeſſed-it, and ſet his Hand to his Con- 
feſlion. - Upan-this' they were both the ſame Night ſent towards 
"Shrewshary Gaol, and the next day; were'ſecured there. & 
.. During the time of their Impriſoament, I went' with two- of 
'his Neighbours to viſit him, where we found him ſeemingly not 
much\concern'd ; and after ſome little time of Diſcourſe with 
;him, and lamenting the miferable ſtate and condition, that he 
. had brought himfelf into, Idefired the: Jaylor- and 'my Neigh- 
bours to withdraw ; and diſcourſt him an hour at leaſt - by my 
ſelf. He thea-utterly denied what he had fet his Hand unto 
before, and pleaded, with Tears in his Eyes, his own Innocency; 


that 


- 


(5) 
that he was there in- Chains by the malice of his next Neigh- 
bours. I told him that whatever he did propoſe to himſelf,” he 
would certainly die for this offence, and that poyſoning of his ' 
Wite was ſo horrid and diſmal a Crime, that he could have no 
hopes of Pardon ; and therefore perſwaded him what I could to 
berake himſelf to his Prayers and Tears day and night, to ſecure, 
if poſlible, the Salvation” of his Soul. When 1 had ſaid what 1 
could-to him, I deſired the Jaylor that his Servant might have 
the' Liberty to come to me; he granted it preſently, and when 
ſhe came, ſhe pleaded her own Innocency likewiſe, and though 
ſhe had pur her hand ' to her Confeſſion before, yet vow'd the 
was not Guilty: But I aſſur'd' her, as a little before 1 had her 
Maſter, that they would both die for that black -and' fearful 
Crime ; and deſired and- intreated them both, that they would 

repare for their latter End ; that their times were but ſhort 
in this World ; and that in a wretched and ſhameful manner 
they: would be cnt off : And then I took my leave of them, com- 
mending them to the mercy of Almighty God, with my 'earneft 
Prayers and Supplications for them. ct 

After 1 had left them both in tears, they having the -conveni- 
ency it ſeems, through the favour of the Under-Jaylor, (as ſome 
of the People in the Town informed me) of coming; frequent- 
ly together, He perſwaded his Servant to take the 'whole- opon 
her, and that if he- was/a6quitted , he would get a-Pardon' for 
ther. J taGcs! 

His Servant (as I was acquainted by ſfomE of my Pariſhio- 
ners that heard the Tryal) when ſhe was brought to: the 'Bar 
before the Honourable Sir Thomas. Street, one of His Majeſties: 
Jadges of Aſſize for the Oxford Circuit, being ask't whether ſhe 
was Guilty or not, ſhe then pleaded her own Guilt, and her 
Maſters Innocency; her Maſter continu'd obſtinately/ denying 
the Fatt ; and that he was not in the leaſt Guilty'z but the Jury 
going out upon him, brought him in equally guilty of that 
Crime, which his Servant had took upon her ſelf, and after thar, 
the day following, Sentence paſt upan them both': Cuppey to- 
be Hang'd in Chains in the Old Field near Ludlow ; and. Judith 
Brown tobe burnt for poyſoning hex Miſtreſs. eb 

When *ſh2 ſaw her ſelf under the Sentence of Condemnation,. 
ſhe pleaded her Belly ; and. was reſpited till her Delivery, and: 

. ; when: 


-his mouth, or any thing that then might byrthen his Conſcience. 


(6) 
when The was delivered of a Man-Child , which ſhe Father'd 
ypon one JVorr, her Execution was deferred for a Month, or 
longer. But Capper was brought to be executed in the Old Field 
near Ludlow, the twenty fourth day of Faly. I met him on 
the way at Rager Burrows Houſe in Omybury , where the 
Officers ſaid about. two hours with bim. And after Prayers 
with” this oor: condemned Malefattor, I then privately = 
him upon which before he had denyed in Priſon , viz. The 
Poyſoning cf his Wife; he then confeſſed it preſently, and 
withal told me, That Judich Brown and he had attempted 
it ſeveral times - after his Wife bad lain jn her Month,- and 
finding that through the ftirength of her Body, ſhe had 
workt off ſmall Potions infuſed ſometimes in Milk, and ſoame- _ 
times 18 Beer, at laſt they were refolved to give her a-greater 
quantity , of White Arſevick, in Milk. "After ſhe eaten 
To Milk, a violent Vomiting and Purging ſeiz*'d her, and 
being very thirſty, called for Water - to drink ; they think- 
ing her then in a fair way to have their eads bring her Water 
with more Arſenict infuſed in it ; and after the \drinking of it, 
being violently tora in her Stomach, a Neigbbour coming in ac- 
idenzally-to fee her, Cupper's Wie tald her they had given her 
her ob. 404. he nat. long after dy*d. | 
After he hadkghes confeſt bis Guilt towards his Wiſe, I ask't 


him. about the -death of is two Children; ir 


boing reported 

that he had murthered them : this he denyed, and told me-he 

had never any thoughts of ill towards them z and that the Acci- 
ent, of ſcalding Pitch falling upon one of them, haſtened its end 
which had troubled him very much ; and that the other dyed 


| + Natural Death, which bis Neighbours could not but be well 


isfied about. | i 
Then I enguired of him, Whether. he had heen Guilty of ſteal- 
ing Sheep upon the Clee-hi, or not, having been long ſuſpeCted-: 
He anſwered, That he was Jrnocert 3 and wiſht he had been as 
GuikleG towards his Wife, that then he bad never come to ſo 


ſhamefnl an pad; as he was preſently like to do, inthe view of all 


his Neighbours and Acqufaintance, 1 defir'd him to tell me truly, 
whether he knew of any about the Hill, that were Sheep-ſtealers, 
and adviſed him to have a care that he did not die with a Lic in 


He 


| ('7') 

He told me he would have a care of that; and faid he knew of 
none; only there was a common Report in the Neighbourhood, 
That there was a Perſon in the Townſhip of Snirron given that 
way; but he knew nothing of it. 

What relates to the Scorchmarn that was murthered ſome years 
fince on the Clee, of which he was ſuſpected, I know nothing of, 1 
ry ſelf being bur lately ſetled in the Pariſh; and no man jn his 
Wits can think that I could charge him with that I never heard 
of,till the Execution of the Criminal; nor did he mention the leaſt 
Little of it to me. 

All he farther confeſt to me,was, That he had had Carnal know- 
ledge of his Servant Judirh twice the Month before his Wife was 
t to Bed, and though ſhe was with Child, yet ſhe was not ſo: 

by him, but by another that was converſant with her before. 

And now in Contemplation of _—_— Death and Judg-- 
ment, with tears at the Gibbet he bewails this wicked A of 
poyſoning his Wife, and all other Sins that he was. guilty of, 
and with a heart ſwelPd with the dreadful thoughts of his ſad: 
Condition, repeats that excellent Prayer for Condemned Male-- 

written by Dr. Patrick.in his Devout Chriftiax. 

When he had ended that Prayer, after a Pſalm, 1 joyned with: 
him in another, and then rifing up, the Chains were preſently 
faſtened to his Body z then in another ſhort Prayer he deſired 
that God would his difturbed mind,his wounded and dejeR-- 
ed Soul, heartily praying that God would eaſe his broken heart, 
hoping in his Goodneſs, that now crying and bewailing his ſins, 
God wonld hear him; and then going vp the Ladder about 
the middle, he turn'd to the People, acknowledged his faults, 
for which he ſuffered, and begg'd of them to-pray for him, that 
his Soul might be ſaved, and begg'd Young and Old. to: take 
warning by him, and was Tura' off, 

The one and twentieth of Anguft, Fudirh Brown was Burnt at 
Shrewsbury, where ſhe confeſt (as _ by Captain Reignolds 
_ Paper ſent me) ſhe conſented with Maſter to: poyſon her 

Miftreſs and her Maſter was the cauſe of bringing her to that 
unkappy end ;. deſiring that all: wopld take Example by her juſt 
Death, and.ſo was conſum'd to Aſhes in a dread- 
ful Bed of Flames. 

Thus both underwent the due puniſhment of their: hainous. 


A 


Crimes: 


Ihe all crying {ins, nh rr Cruelty. borom : 

himſelf is [rigorous in-the ſcrutiny! he- makes in” any: Bloody 
Grimes; As if he: would upon | occaſion take the  Cofbners - In» 
JE into. - own hand, he himſelf miaketh OEIRE "w 


N Theſe © fd. Wretches that were ;uſtly Executed, tadtiite ex 
'nodgh after the FaCt to have fled from the rigour "of the Law, 
having ' the opportunity - of four or. five days: to: make their 
Eſcape.z:but fſurpriz'd with the Villanouſneſs of the Attion,and' 
their Conſciences- being harraſt with the- ſenſe : of Guilt; they! 
could. not flee, but Juſtice neceſſarily took hold-upon;thems. ; 

-- It; hath paſt into a Proverb long ſince,” That cAdaider: will Ont, 
a:d the Hiſtory of all Ages. affords us wonderful-Difcoveries of , 
' it, Wherefore we ought-to take warning, and-not to ſuffer a- 
ny. ny revengeful Inclinations to harbour. in our oiinds, .ne ; Cruelty: 
_ to Neighbours, no Bloody PraCtiſes againſt 'Parents: or-Relati- 
ons : It we-giye way to theſe things.. our.hearts becaming har-. 

oper xbron h the deceitfulneſs of fin; no wonder if the b ſt 

Crime ollow, and one ; wickedneſs: lily draw on another. 

- ſe Gelpioodle Wretches SfLicen Inſtruction, ated to. be 

| pnnnyds ived tn all manner-of LLicentiouſneſs +19 _y 

bx «lighted Ordinances. | The- Maſter ofteti | 

| res, both at home -and ; abroad; would. not by ke. 

| oe perſiſted in Wickedneſs, and we: have ſeen & the: End, a 

ſhameful End; a way of Dying abhorr'd by Good: Men, ;+ 

and the, Wicked may tremble at 1t, and learn to 'amend their! 

Lives, to hecomehetter Chriſtians than they have been formers! 
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